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Table 1. Pandemic Severity Index by Epidemiological Characteristics

Pandemic Severity Index (PSI)

Characteristics

Category 1

Category 2

Case Fatality Ratio
(percentage)

Excess Death Rate
(per 100,000)

Illness Rate
(percentage of the
population)

Potential Number of
Deaths (based on 2006
U.S. population)

20™ Century
U.S.Experience

20-40

<90,000

Seasonal

Influenza

(illness rate
5-2096)

Category 3

0.5-<1.0

150-<300

20-40

450,000-
<900,000

None

Category 4

1.0-<2.0

300-<600

20-40

900,000-
<1.8 million

None

Category 5

20-40

>1.8 million

1918
Pandemic
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