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Date
they apply to your question.
users' questions.”

1. Age of individual with condition:

Child, Preschool (2-5 years)
Child(6-12 years)
Adolescent (13-18 years)
Adult (1944}
Middle Age (45-64)
Aged (65-over)
Aged (80-over)

2. Sex: Malc Female

3. Information on therapy/treatment:
Dmug therapy (medication)
Surgery

Name

Address

Home Phone

Referred by (name of Tbrary)
Address of library

Phomne number of library

Check if the following applies:

Consumer Health and Medical Information
Reforence Request Form

It order to answer your question more =fficiently and completely please check the appropriate boxes a3

This information is kept strictly confidential according to a New Jcncy law on "cotfidentiality of library

Infart, Newborn (birth to one month)
Infart, Newborn {1 to 23 months)

Any ther therapy: Name of therapy

4. Please write out your question. Please be as specific as possible.

Business Phone

Libcarian's name

1 need this information urgently—it's an emergency situation.
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Press Release WHO/27
27 March 1987

SPONGIFORM ENCEPHALOPATHIES:
NEW RECOMMENDATIONS ON MEDICAL PRODUCTS

In the light of recent scientific information and as part of the continued monitoring
of risks to public health by the World Health Organization (WHO), an intermnational
consuhtation of experts was convened in Geneva from 24 to 26 March 1997 on the issue
of human and animal spongiform encephalopathies and medical products.

The consultation, which brought together 50 experts from 15 countries, sought
in addition to examine the situation of humans and the recent observations on the nature
of the causal agent, while providing an update on the situation of spongiform
encephalopathies in cows and possibly in sheep.

The experts confirmed their previous conelusions and statements on transmissible
spongiform encephalopathies (TSE), including the need jor continued and intensified
research, which remains hampered by the lack of a diagnostic test that can identify the
infection early in its course before the onset of symptoms. They aiso concluded that the
new Information does not change previous recommendations regarding milk and gelatin
safaty, and reiterated that still no link can definitely be established between bovine
spongiform encephalopathy {BSE} and the variant form of Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease
{CJD) although recent findings further support the hypothesis.

The consultation has made the following recommendations:
Medical Products and sources of animal origin:

> Whenever possible, cattie (bovine} sources should be avocided for the
preparation of medicinal products and devices; other animal species
naturally affected by a TSE should likewise be avoided as an alternative
source. '

> if unable to avoid bovine sources, source countries should be those which
have low or no BSE confirmed by an effective surveillance system among
cattle, and where the possibility of contamination during the collection of

HAmEaMsE 1997TE5 A 151(883)
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material is maintained at a minimum. In addition, inactivation and or
removal procedures should be used where possible,

The consultation further recommended these guidelines should also be applied to
medical products from other animal species with naturally-acquired TSE.

Medical Products and devices of human origin:

Although there has been no proven or even probable instance of CJD transmission
from human to human by blood transfusion or blood products, observation must
continue. The experts concluded that bicod transfusions continue to be safe. Routine
internationally recognized donor selection criteria should exclude individuals who are at
risk of CJD and other familial TSE. Persons who have undergone treatment using
extracts of human pituitary gland {(growth hormone and gonadotropin), have received
human dura mater grafts and have a family history of CJUD or other familial TSE shouid
be excluded from giving blood.

In addition, as over 50 cases of CJD have resuitad from cadaveric dura mater
grafts, the consultation recommended that dura mster should no lenger be used.

The main conclusion of this consultation Is that despite the new Information
avajlable since May 1996, which has been carefully examined, the recornmendations
developed at the time regarding products entering the food chain stiil stand. Those
regarding medicinal products have been updated. At the ssme time, additional
recommendations concerning blood and blood products have been made as outlined
above. WHO will continue to follow the situation, taking into consideration any new
element that could modify. or change its cenclusions and recommendations in the area
of hurnan and animal spongiform encephalopathies,

For further information, journalists can contact Philippe Stroot, Media Reletions, Heafth Communications and Public
Ralations, WHOQ, Geneva, telephone: (41 22) 781 2535, fax; (41 22) 791 4858,

Al WHO Fress Releases, Fact Sheets and Femtures can be obtalned on intemet on the WHO homa pags hrip:
fiwww . who,chf
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